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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
11/19/10 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9, 11, and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Cooper et al (US 2004/0237104 A1) in view of Allport (US 6,104,334). 
Hereinafter referred as Cooper, and Allport. 

Regarding claims 1,13, and 18, Cooper discloses a picture display system, 
method and display apparatus including first (Large Display (14) in figure 1) and 
second display devices (Handheld Personal Digital Assistant (25) in figure 1) and a 



Application/Control Number: 10/520,356 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2424 

base device for supplying picture signals to at least said first display device (Base (26) 
in figure 1), wherein said first display device includes a picture display unit for 
displaying said picture signals supplied from said base device (PDA (25) in figure 1); 
said second display device includes a display unit for displaying transparent display 
information for operation (Large Display (14) in figure 1), for accepting an operating 
input from a user, operating input accepting means for accepting an operating input 
from a user (Remote Control device (12) in figure 1), operating signal generating 
means for generating operating signals conforming to display items of said display 
information for operation (Generator (13) in figure 1), as specified by said operating 
input accepting means, and communication means for transmitting said operating 
signals to said base device (Broadcast source (11) in figure 1); said base device 
including picture signal outputting means for outputting said picture signals at least to 
said first display device (wireless transmitter (24) in figure 1), communication means 
for receiving said operating signals at least from said second display device (USB port 
(23) in figure 1), external input device connecting means for connecting the base 
device to an external input device as a source of supply of said picture signals (PDA 
(25) in figure 1), and control signal transmitting means for transmitting an external 
input device control signal, controlling said external input device, based on said 
operating signal, to said external input device (Tuner Control (17) in figure 1). 

However, Cooper is silent in teaching an interlock/non-interlock function for 
selecting whether the picture signals supplied to the first display device should be 
switched in association with display contents of the display information for operation. 
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The interlock/non-interlock feature is defined on the specs (page 7 fourth paragraph) 
as a function to switch the remote control screen on or off in conjunction with the 
information provided from the television. All port teaches on (column 9 lines 6-20) a 
welcome screen is first displayed when the device is first turned on. In addition, Allport 
further discloses on (column 9 lines 44-56) the list of alternative screens provides the 
consumer with the available TV programs, CD titles or songs, radio broadcast, etc. 
Furthermore, (figure 5 shows the screenshot of the remote control when 
controlling a broadcast TV, cable, satellite TV, VCR (column 13 lines 53-55)). As a 
result, Allport teaches a system which has a function of displaying the information on 
the TV screen (as shown on figure 5) or to switch off the video of the tv and present 
interactive controlling device options as shown on (figure 3). In addition, Allport teaches 
an operation including a base device selection button and a plurality of additional 
buttons for switching image modes (figure 3 shows a list of options which involves 
switching image modes, such as: pictures (125), music (130), scheduler (135), 
other (140)) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to include the 
use of an interlock/non-interlock system to present the option to a user to display video 
signal in a remote control. This is a useful combination because the system will 
broaden the options to users of controlling multiple devices in a household with only 
one control. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 19, Cooper discloses the picture display system display 
apparatus according to claims 1 and 18, wherein said operating input accepting means 
of said second display device includes contact position detection means for detecting a 
contact position on a display surface of said display unit adapted to be contacted by a 
user (Frame Buffer (16) in figure 1); said operating signal generating means 
generating an operating signal conforming to a display item of said display information 
for operation displayed at a contact position on said display image surface detected by 
said contact position detection means (Receiver (15) in figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Cooper discloses the picture display system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said communication means of said base device transmits at least a 
response signal to said operating signal to said display device (Synchronizer (22) in 
figure 1); said communication means of said second display device receiving said 
response signal (PDA (25) in figure 1). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Cooper discloses the picture display system and 
method according to claims 1 and 13, wherein said base device further includes tuner 
means (Tuner Control (17) in figure 1) and sends picture signals selected by said 
tuner means based on said operating signal via said picture signal outputting means to 
said first display device (Large Display decoder in figure 1). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Cooper discloses the picture display system and 
method according to claims 1 and 13, wherein said first display device further includes 
tuner means (Tuner Control (17) in figure 1) and displays picture signals selected by 
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said tuner means based on an operating signal from said base device on said picture 
display unit (Frame Buffer (16) in figure 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Cooper discloses the picture display system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said control signal transmitting means of said base device transmits 
said external input device control signal for said external input device over a wireless 
route (Send to wireless device in figure 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Cooper discloses the picture display system according to 
claim 6, wherein said control signal transmitting means of said base device converts 
the external input device control signal, transmitted over the wireless path, into infrared 
signals, which are output (Send to handheld device via USB port in figure 4). 

Regarding claims 8 and 16, Cooper discloses the picture display system and 
method according to claims 1 and 13, wherein said base device further includes 
receiving means connected to a communication network and adapted for receiving 
information signals transmitted through said communication network (Synchronizer 
(22) in figure 1), and transmission control means for performing control for transmitting 
said information signals to a specified display device in case said operating signal is a 
transmission command for transmitting said information signals to said first display 
device and/or said second display device (Large Display (14) and PDA (25) in figure 
1) 

Regarding claims 9 and 17, Cooper discloses the picture display system and 
method according to claims 1 and 13, wherein said base device further includes 
transmission information transmitting means (wireless transmitter (24) in figure 1) 
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which, in case said operating signal is the transmission information to be sent to a 
counterpart connected to said base device over said communication network, sends 
said transmission information over said communication network to the target 
counterpart (PDA (25) in figure 1). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Cooper discloses The picture display system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said external input device connecting means is connected via an 
amplifier to said external input device as a source of supply of said image signals 
(Receiver (15) in figure 1). 

Regarding claims 20, Allport discloses the picture display system 
according to claim 1 , wherein the display information includes a switching button 
(switch button (125), (130), (135), (140) in figure 3), and the picture signal outputting 
means switches the picture signals when the switching button is activated (column 12 
lines 17-32). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKLIN S. ANDRAMUNO whose telephone number 
is (571)270-3004. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs (7:30am - 
5:00pm) alternate Fri off (EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 )272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher Kelley/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2424 



